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Monday, May 11: “The Write Stuff: Using Non-Fiction Writing Techniques to 

Write a Better Family History” with Lisa A. Alzo. 

Do you want to write a family history but you  just keep putting it off?  Maybe you have self-

doubts and fears about how to get started, what to write, and how to put it all together in a com-

pelling way?  

In this program Lisa Alzo will discuss the key steps for producing a quality 

family history narrative from outline to finished product, ways to use 

“storyboarding” to plot your project, and how to build your writing skills, as 

well as your confidence as a writer.  In addition, you will receive helpful tips, 

project management tools and a productivity toolbox to help keep you on 

track. 

Lisa A. Alzo is a freelance writer, instructor, and lecturer with over 20 years’ experience in the 

field of genealogy. She earned a Master of Fine Arts degree in Nonfiction Writing from the Uni-

versity of Pittsburgh.  She is the author of nine books and frequent contributor of articles to Fam-

ily Tree Magazine and other genealogy periodicals..  

Meeting held in VCPL Rooms A, B & C.  Doors open 6:00 pm.  Program runs 6:30-8:30 pm.      

Indiana Historical Society, in partnership with Newspaper Archives, recently announced the 

availability of more than 2.5 million digitized Indiana newspaper pages, dated 1924 or earlier. 

Researchers can search newspaper pages by keyword or browse particular issues from more 

than 760 Indiana newspaper titles from across the state. Come learn more about this incredible 

project and how to use it in your family history research. 

Suzanne Hahn is IHS's director of reference services at the William Henry 

Smith Memorial   Library. She received her master’s degree from the Indi-

ana University School of Library Science in 1996. Prior to joining the IHS 

Reference Staff  in 2000, she worked at the Library of Congress and Cen-

ter for Naval Analyses in Washington, D.C. 

Program held in the VCPL Rooms A, B, & C.  Doors open at 1:00 pm.       

Program 1:30-3:30 pm) 
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 015  Programs & Workshops 
Trip to Terre Haute Military Museum 

Date and Time TBA 

Monday, May 11 

“The Write Stuff: Using Nonfiction Writing 

Techniques to Write a Better Family History” 
 

  Presented by Lisa Alzo 

Monday, May 4—1:30 to 3:30 pm 

“Read All About It!  Accessing Digitized       

Indiana Newspaper Archives” 
Presented by Suzanne Hahn  

Monday, September 14 

“Czech and Slovak Research” 

Presented by Mike Kukral 

Monday, November 9 

“Heroes in Our Back Yard” 
Military Stories & Research—WWI and WWII 

DNA Special Interest Group                         

(Multiple Sessions) 
WVGS will begin a new DNA Interest Group in 2015. The 

group is open to everyone who has tested or is thinking 

about testing their DNA as a means to further research 

their family’s genealogy.   

Be sure to mark your calendars for these three interactive 

DNA discussion sessions.  Meetings will be at VCPL, Rm 

C, 10:00 am-12:00 pm, on Saturday, July 18, & November 

21, 2015. 

Monday, June 8 

“West Terre Haue History & Research:  

The Rise and Decline of a Small Town 

Presented by Tim Crumrin 

Monday, July 13 

“Navigating Find-A-Grave:  The Good and     

Bad of On-Line Memorials 

Presented by WVGS Cemetery Committee 

Saturday, July 25—10:00 am to 12:30 pm 

“Eastern and Southern States Research 

Presented by Rob Johnson  

Monday, August 10 

“An Introduction to Quaker Genealogy” 

Presented by Thomas Hamm 

Monday, October 12 

“Land Records in Illinois” 

 

Presented by Mike Michael John Neill 

Monday, December 14 

“WVGS Business Meeting & Social 
(Members Only) 

Legacy Users Group Meetings 

3rd Thursday of the Month—VCPL—Computer Lab 

Sessions:  Afternoon 2:00-4:00 pm—Evenings 6:00-8:00 pm  

Centenary Ladies Aid  c. pre-1900 
Contributed by Susan Zanandrea 

L to R.  Standing: Edna Anderson, Orpha Dowdy, Hannah Smith, Dolly Allison, 

Bertha Dunkley, Van Duyn, Essie Gregg, Minnie Jackson and Anna Runyan. 

Seated: Elta Anderson, Mrs. John O Wright, Carrie Cluder, Laura Damkley, Maria 

Van Duyn, and Mollie Dowdy. 

My grandmother, two great grandmothers, and my 2nd great 

grandmother are all in this picture. Seeing them all in one      

picture reminds me that people in the country didn't go too far 

to find their mates. They were usually within a reasonable horse 

and buggy ride of their home, and their church.  

Cherish your family for they are your 

treasure, a storehouse of riches, wealth    

beyond measure.  
-Anonymous 
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The Bootleggers Daughter-In-Law 
Contributed by Tim Crumrin 

It would be wrong to say that there was a 

bootlegger on every street in West Terre 

Haute.  But the town that prior to          

Prohibition had many more saloons than 

churches had its fair share, and more.  It 

was, after all, a thirsty town.  

Even before Prohibition there did not 

seem to be enough legal hours in the day 

to slake the town’s thirst.  Town marshals were constantly on 

the prowl to enforce closing laws, as in 1904 when Marshal 

Ramsey Gess went on a crusade to dry up illegal sales. 

The subject of bootleggers (the term is thought to originate from 

the days when sailors would hide contraband in their tall boots 

to spirit a little comfort onto their ships for the long sea journey) 

came up during a recent oral history with C. Joseph Anderson.  

Joe, as he is known, is a prominent attorney, legislator and 

judge from West Terre Haute.  He readily talked about his   

father “Peck” Anderson being a noted bootlegger.  Peck was 

something of an entrepreneur. He owned several businesses, 

including a saloon, and was an early example of a house flipper. 

Though I had long heard that Peck distilled and sold his own 

booze, I was a little shocked to hear about one of the town’s 

other noted bootleggers, Acle Ellingsworth. Acle, you see, was 

father-in-law to both my uncle Art Chrisman and my aunt   

Eileen Ellingsworth.  I knew Acle as only a man sitting quietly 

at gatherings. To hear that this taciturn man had an “infamous” 

past was quite a surprise. 

I had planned to visit Aunt Eileen anyway, but I drove           

immediately to see her.  Now you must understand that my 

aunt is one of the sweetest ladies on earth. She is loath to speak 

or think ill of anyone.  I assumed she would say little about it, 

or even deny it. 

Almost my first words to her were, “Aunt Eileen, you never 

told me you were a bootlegger’s daughter-in-law!”  To my   

surprise, she did not look surprised or embarrassed. Instead, 

she almost beamed as she replied, “Yes, didn’t you know that?” 

She told me the story with a certain amount of relish. Acle,    

indeed, was a bootlegger.  Being a tinsmith, it was nothing for 

him to whip up a still in his shed and set about being a minor 

Jack Daniels.  He was not a gangster she averred.  He made and 

sold small batches of whiskey, mainly to sell or give to his 

neighbors, or for his own consumption.  

He was not one who distilled 

great amounts to sell to      

rumrunners or supply a string 

of speakeasies, of which there 

were many in Vigo County. 

Some just up the street from 

his Paris Avenue home.  And she proudly said, “He never used 

any money he made bootlegging for himself.  He would use it 

to help out neighbors or family in need.”  I almost thought she 

was describing a latter day Robin Hood, but if my Aunt Eileen 

tells you something, you know she believes it to be true. 

There were other small time “leggers” in West Terre Haute. 

Several times a month local papers would tell of another arrest 

of a West Terre Haute bootlegger.  There was Andy Harper, 

who was sentenced to 30 days in jail for concocting his own 

potent potables,  

Leonard Hollobaugh who was arrested for selling alcohol to 3 

teenagers, one of whom was shot and killed as they raced down 

Fruitridge Avenue in attempt to evade the police.   And there 

was even a woman, Helen Kintz.  Like Peck and Acle, the small 

timers were mainly being entrepreneurial. But there was a 

much darker side to Prohibition. 

Regular readers know that I believe Prohibition to have been an 

ill-conceived, benighted, stupid and foolhardy attempt at social 

engineering.  Foisted upon the majority by oft-times honestly 

concerned, but by a sometimes holier-than-thou vocal minority, 

it was not only an abject failure, but a disaster for the nation.  

(At this point do you get the feeling I do not think much of  

Prohibition?). 

There are many reasons that, as a professional historian, I take 

this view.  One is that the amendment immediately made     

millions of Americans, those who drank and those who made 

booze, criminals. Millions who had previously respected the 

law, became instant lawbreakers.  

Debates still rage as to how much this taste of disdain for the 

law effected future generations.  If one winked at prohibition 

laws as one sipped a cocktail, what laws would one disregard in 

the future? 

The other major reason Prohibition was a disaster was the role 

in played in the rise of organized crime as we know it today. 
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Yes, there were loosely organized gangs throughout America 

before Prohibition.  But they were local. Prohibition was the 

crazy glue that cemented local gangs into a national web of  

organized crime. Of course, there were gang rivalries and     

untold slaughter along the way (for a fine history of this in   

Chicago see the excellent new book by Jonathan Eig, Get        

Capone), but ultimately the cooler gangland bosses learned to 

divide territories and work together.  

Thus was born modern organized crime (which, by the way 

only got worse nationally because J. Edgar Hoover did not   

believe existed until too late because he was too busy chasing 

supposed Commies).  And this fitful rise of gangs and violence 

also played out on the street of West Terre Haute during       

Prohibition.  

In July, 1926, two West Terre Haute bootleggers, Oscar Moore 

and Alek Leclerq, were snatched off South Seventh Street.  They 

were released the next day but returned home mum about what 

happened.  They knew silence was not only golden, but their 

key to survival.  Speculation was that they may have hijacked a 

load of booze belonging to a powerful, terroristic St. Louis gang 

known as the Egan Rats.  

In August, the still breathing Moore was speeding along a road 

in south Chicago with two companions, a Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 

Ronan.  When police stopped them they found two pistols and a 

shotgun.  They also found 60 gallons of illegal booze that the 

trio admitted they were transferring from Indiana (from the 

West Terre Haute area?) to gangs in Chicago. Ronan, it was 

quickly learned, was an alias for longtime criminal Joseph    

Roman.  

Roman’s criminal career began with a stint in an Ohio reforma-

tory in 1908.  He was a well-known safecracker (he was credited 

with teaching that art to “Henry Fernekes, midget bandit”) who 

took up rum-running. His wife, Josephine Edna Akers, formerly 

a waitress in Terre Haute, claimed she did not know of his past 

as they had only been married a scant time before in Sullivan. 

Moore told police he lived at 20 S. Sumner in West Terre Haute.  

Jail awaited the trio, whom Terre Haute police claimed were 

part of a gang of “rum runners and hi-jackers whose activities 

have been numerous here in recent months.”  Thus was West 

Terre Haute a minor pivot point in the gangland empires. 

Reprinted with permission from author, Tim Crumrin, President, Historiker Consulting 

Group. Mr. Crumrin has a blog which follows his research into the history of West Terre 

Haute, Indiana, which can be found at: https://wthhistory.wordpress.com/about/ 

The picture above was in my mom’s photo box.  It is truly a 

mystery to me.  I look at it every once in a while but I still  

remained puzzled. 

The man, woman and young boy on left side of photo are not 

recognizable to me.  They could be from my TRUEBLOOD, 

MATTOX, PITTS, PRICE, or BAKER families but so far I can’t 

find a family member to identify them.  I’m guessing the    

photo was taken in the 1930’s in either Indiana or Illinois.    

I recognize my 2nd Great Aunt Barbara Alice PITTS (1860-1940) 

holding her little white dog.  Alice lived in Terre Haute and 

was the sister of my Great Grandmother Ann Elizabeth 

“Lizzie” PITTS-PRICE (1858-1930), 1ST  wife of my Great 

Grandfather Francis “Frank” Henry PRICE (1857-1931) from 

Riley, Indiana.     

Alice and Lizzie PITTS were the daughters of my Great, Great 

Grandparents Joseph PITTS (Abt. 1826-1863) and Harriet 

(TRUEBLOOD) PITTS (Abt. 1835-Abt. 1877).   

Alice never married and sometimes lived with other families, 

traveling with them as their seamstress; however, I think the 

family in this photo lived on a farm out in the country so I 

believe they must be part of her family.  

 In fact, that might be Alice’s half-brother, William 

McLAUGHLIN (1868-1937), son of Harriet (TRUEBLOOD) 

PITTS and her 2nd husband, Peter McLAUGHLIN (1826-1904), 

on far right.  I can’t say for certain. 

I would love to think someone reading the WVGS Newsletter 

could recognize them and contact me.  

If you have any information, please contact jencruse@msn.com 

and show WVGS in the subject line.   

Pitt’s Mystery Photo 
Contributed by Patti Bartlett Russell 
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Divorces—1871 TH Express 
Contributed by Janice Phillips 

DIVORCES – 

Horce F. Nichols vs Mary F. Nichols   

Emma Kerckhoff vs Theodore Kerckhoff 

Clarence B. Mason vs Clara Ann Mason       

Mary E. Watson vs James A. Watson 

George W. Hane vs Mary L. Hane         

Maggie Miller vs Peter Miller 

Mary M. Haymaker vs George W. Haymaker  

Matilda Ferguson vs Alex Ferguson 

Jos. Wilhelm vs Elizabeth Wilhelm        

Jno F. Shaffner vs Emily E. Shaffner 

Anna Kaufman vs Jacob Kaufman      

Ella C. Whitworth vs Robert H. Whitworth 
 

Source:  October 16 1871 page 4 Terre Haute Express 

Fifty Loyal Sons of Crawford County 
Contributed by Jennifer Cruse 

Terre  Haute  Express 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Jerry Barbour 

Wanda Barbour  

Curtis Barcus 

Donna Barcus 

Sue Biberstine 

Jean Boone 

Janine Brann 

George Carrithers Jr. 

Nancy Ellis 

Karen Geneau 

Pam Hall 

Robertine Hoffman 

Marilyn Karanovich 

Ann Kirn 

Wayne A. Langman 

Lynn McCool 

Michael Meeks 

Laura Mitchell 

Ann Packham 

Michael Packham 

Esther Pfister 

Sonna Phillips 

Anna Rochelle 

Kermit Rochelle 

Toni Shrader 

Jody Sperry 

Bob VanFossen 

Sharon VanFossen 

Gloria Walters 

Tony Walters 

Pat Wassil 

Debora Wythe 

A big welcome to our newest members. We are excited to have 

you join our society and look forward to getting to know each of 

you. 

Crawford County, Illinois - The following boys left for Camp 

Taylor on Friday June 28, 1918: 

Julius McElroy 

Medford S. Robertson 

Luther Brashear 

James Wm. Wesner 

Sammie D. Francis 

John Hartleroad 

John H. Hanson 

Lawrence B. Miller 

John Valmore Miley 

William L. Garrard 

Pearl Whie 

Roy F. Goodwin 

Harry M. Clements 

Orla H. Christine 

Benjamin Rogers 

Reuben E. Brownfield 

Ramon Jones 

Milo Hart 

James. S. Beel 

Virgil D. Hulse 

Furman Fuller 

Ressie Wesner 

Roy Miller 

Charles G. Gard 

Ray Lee Galey 

Donald Wilson 

Jess C. Littlejohn 

Leroy C. Pearson 

Gilbert R. Osborn 

William S. Clark 

John Daniel Turner 

James Henry Littlejohn 

Ernest Wosner 

Lewis Meek 

Charles O. Haskin 

Howard Wm. Baldwin 

George L. Musgrave 

Glen Misnor 

Leslay Ray Hanson 

Otto Sankey 

Sherman Lewis 

Gayland E. Tennis 

Floyd Leggitt 

Charles B. Wesley 

Harley M. Crawford 

Albert Carl Parker 

James I. Hamilton 

 

Source: Robinson Constitution dated July 11, 1918. 

Getting the Most From Message 

Groups and Mailing Lists 
Contributed by Thomas MacEntee 

The desire to connect with others who are also researching their 

genealogy and family history is not new. Before the advent of 

the Internet, in the 1980s there were community bulletin boards 

and genealogists with a computer, a phone line and a modem 

used sites like AOL, CompuServe, and Prodigy to exchange  

information. Going back even further, queries were placed in 

genealogical society newsletters and quarterlies or magazines. 

Remember Everton's Genealogical Helper? 

Fast forward to the present day and genealogists are utilizing 

platforms that have been around for over 20 years as well as 

looking to new platforms via social media to connect with others 

and share information. 

Tips and Tricks: Before you start blasting queries to all sorts of 

groups, it's good to have a game plan. Here are some tips and 

tricks to help you have more success with those queries. 

Read the Terms of Service: Understand what you are getting 

into when you sign up for any service, especially for one where 

you are providing content via posted messages. Learn how and 

(Continue On Next Page) 

“The Trouble wiTh quoTes on The 

internet is that it is difficult to 

deTermine if They are genuine.” 

-Abraham Lincoln 
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if you can remove content once you close your account. It is 

also your responsibility to understand what can be done with 

your content, especially if it can be used for marketing or    

advertising purposes. 

Lurk and listen: When you join a new group, take time to read 

the most recent messages as well as any welcome or             

introductory messages, especially those that lay out the rules. 

Do this before you jump in and begin posting content or      

leaving comments on content posted by others. Also, for some 

communities it is important that you read all the posts in a  

conversation before adding to it, making sure you don't        

duplicate information already posted. 

Follow the community standards: Understand how to post 

messages and what type of content is acceptable. Many forums 

and groups have an introductory message pinned to the top of 

the page explaining these standards. Also, look for a way to 

introduce yourself to the other members. If you find another 

member violating the community standards, report their      

content to the admin of the site. 

Be nice or go home: The search for one's roots is often an    

obsession and can invoke passionate responses in-person as 

well as online. You will find that you don't always agree with 

posted information about a common ancestor or the research 

methodology someone is using. Remember to follow the com-

munity standards and allow yourself to "disengage" if things 

get too heated. 

Don't change your email address: If you posted messages to 

various forums back in the 1990s, the only way others can still 

find you is if you haven't changed your email address. So    

instead of using the email address supplied by your Internet 

service provider, set up an account on Gmail, Hotmail, Yahoo 

or any of the other free email sites. This way, if you change to a 

different Internet provider, you won't have to change your 

email address. (If you do have to change addresses, make sure 

to post new queries with your new email.) 

Compose content offline: Have you ever typed a message and 

posted it prematurely or by accident? Some platforms don't 

allow you to edit your posted content or it can look sloppy to 

add corrections. Write your posts in a text file, a new email 

message or using a document creation program like Microsoft 

Word or Notepad. Edit as necessary and then copy and paste 

the content in the group. 

Enable notifications: Don't spend time each day or week 

checking up on the status of your posts to see if you have any 

replies. Most of the platforms listed above have some            

notification mechanism that will email you when there is a  

reply to your post. Understand how the notifications work and 

use them to your advantage. 

Venture beyond genealogy boards and lists: Did you know 

that Google Groups has messages dating back to 1993 includ-

ing several groups about genealogy and surnames? Think   

outside the box and look for forums, message boards and   

mailing lists in the history field as well as other fields. 

Consider starting your own group or list: If you don't find 

your favorite surname or topic covered, consider starting your 

own group or list on one of the more established platforms 

listed above. Yes it can be time consuming and quite a bit of 

work, but administering a genealogy group is a great way to 

give back to the family history community. 

Resources You Should Know: Here is a partial list of          

genealogy and family history forums, mailing lists, message 

boards and groups you will want to review and use to help 

break down those brick walls. 

Ancestry.com Message Boards: The Ancestry.com Message 

Boards are one of the largest message board groupings with 

over 198,000 individual boards and 25 million posts. You do 

not need to be an Ancestry.com subscriber or member to read 

posts, but you do need to register in order to post messages. 

CousinConnect.com: Started in 2002, CousinConnect offers a 

variety of message boards covering the United States and  

countries around the world where you can post your            

genealogy queries. 

FamilySearch Research Communities on Facebook:           

FamilySearch eliminated their own forums in 2012 and since 

then have established almost 50 different research communities 

as Facebook groups. 

GenForum: GenForum is hosted at Genealogy.com, which is 

now part of the Ancestry.com family of products. Here you'll 

find surname message boards as well as boards covering other 

topics in the U.S. and around the world. Tip: use the Daily 

Search link to search by date going back to September 10, 2000. 

Genealogy Resources on the Internet: Started in 1995,         

Genealogy Resources on the Internet is a grouping of mailing 

(Continued On Next Page) 

https://groups.google.com/forum/
http://boards.ancestry.com/
http://boards.ancestry.com/
http://www.cousinconnect.com/index.html
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Research_Communities_on_Facebook
http://genforum.genealogy.com/
http://genforum.genealogy.com/search/daily.html
http://genforum.genealogy.com/search/daily.html
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~jfuller/gen_mail.html
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lists (they don't administer or take responsibility for any of 

the lists) and you may find lists from other sites such as 

RootsWeb listed. 

RootsWeb Mailing Lists: With over 30,000 different mailing 

lists, RootsWeb has one of the largest and oldest mailing lists 

in the genealogy community - ROOTS-L which began in 

1987. Tip: The "old" search page for RootsWeb Mailing Lists 

is still available. 

RootsWeb Message Boards: Note: These messages boards 

are the same as the Ancestry.com Message Boards above 

since RootsWeb is an Ancestry.com site. Tip: Use the 

RootsWeb - Mailing List Archives Search to search the     

archives. 

WikiTree G2G: G2G stands for "genealogist to genealogist" 

and allows members of WikiTree to not only discuss the 

WikiTree product (which is free) but also post queries and 

evaluate evidence and content in the wiki. Tip: Ask the   

WikiTree genealogy community a question. 

For more resources, visit Cyndi's List and check out the list 

of message boards and mailing lists. Also look at the 

"Mailing List and Message Board" category on Linkpendium 

for the locations that you are interested in. 

Genealogy Groups Go 21st Century  

While many of the platforms developed in the 1990s are still 

going strong, social media is the new horizon for contacting 

other genealogists and posting queries. If you are on         

Facebook, use the search bar at the top of the page and look 

for a genealogy group such as The NextGen Genealogy   

Network. (Tip: when you see your search results, scroll to 

the bottom of the list, click "See more results" and then click 

Groups.) 

In addition, while Twitter does have a Lists feature, most 

genealogists using the platform simply post queries and add 

relevant "hashtags" or labels such as #genealogy or 

#surnames. It's a great way to reach people who reach     

people who are not "following" you on Twitter. 

QUERIES: 
JAMES (J.E.) STEELE:  I am trying to track down the final 

whereabouts of James (J.E.) Steele.  James was born in Vigo coun-

ty in 1851 to Bluford and Amanda (Jeffereys) Steele.  James was a 

minister in the Christian Church and preached for several years in 

Indiana and eastern Illinois during the 1880s and 1890s.  His last 

known location (at least to me) is Crawford County, IL, where he 

conducted a funeral in 1892.  If you have any information on 

James, I would be most grateful if you would contact me (Darren 

Johnson) at darren@catlinechurch.com.   

 JOSEPH SMITH:  All my life I was told that my grandfather 

(Joseph Smith b. 1888; d. 18 June 1953) drown in the Wabash River 

near Terre Haute.  My contact with VCPL found a Joseph Smith 

who lived in Hymera, IN and died June 18, 1953 but there was no 

information regarding a drowning.  

Joseph’s wife, Lena (my grandmother) was born in 1893 (possibly 

in Wisconsin).  Lena died in 1961 and is buried in Center Ridge 

Cemetery, Sullivan county, Indiana. 

Joseph and Lena had five children: Herschel Leon (my father), 

Arthur, Robert, Alice and Peggy. 

My goal or wish is to find more info on my Grandfather, Joseph 

Smith, and to determine if he did indeed die of drowning in the 

Wabash River and where he may be buried.   

I would appreciate hearing from anyone who might have more 

information or suggestions on how I might proceed with my   

research.  You can contact me in Indianapolis.  Catherine (Smith) 

Nichols.  catnichols@comcast.net. 

CIVIL WAR COMPANY G, 85TH INDIANA INFANTRY   

I am seeking any available letters or diaries of descendants or 

family members of soldiers from the Rosedale, IN area who     

enlisted in August 1862.  In particular this includes Sam Crooks; 

John Adams; James Crabb; John Hashberger; Jeremiah Lambert,; 

Milton, David and Hugh Montgomery, Bob Peterson, Bill Parker, 

Bill Pendley and Lora Rooks. 

I would also welcome any information concerning Mortimer  

Denny, James and Rebecca (Rogers) Denny and Lewis DePew. 

Please contact Barry Denny at barkatden@charter.net or phone 

906-779-2132. 

BENNETT FAMILY: I would like to submit some information 

on my family in hopes of finding people who are searching for 

©2015, copyright Thomas MacEntee. All rights reserved. For more 

information, please visit High-Definition Genealogy at http://

hidefgen.com. Getting the Most From Message Groups and Mailing 

Lists,  copyright High-Definition Genealogy.  

(Continued On Next Page) 

http://lists.rootsweb.ancestry.com/
http://lists.rootsweb.ancestry.com/index/index.html
http://boards.rootsweb.com/
http://archiver.rootsweb.ancestry.com/th/index
http://www.wikitree.com/g2g/
http://www.wikitree.com/g2g/ask?cat=
http://www.cyndislist.com/queries/
http://www.cyndislist.com/mailing-lists
http://www.linkpendium.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/nextgennetwork/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/nextgennetwork/
http://www.twitter.com/
mailto:catnichols@comcast.net


Page 8 Volume 12, Issue 3 

the same ancestors and would like to share photos and/or     

stories.  

The Bennett Family of Vermillion County, Indiana area.  My 

Great Grandfather was William Thomas Bennett. He was born 

May 2, 1850 in Perrysville, Vermillion, Indiana and died      

October 22, 1921 in Cayuga, Vermillion, Indiana. He married 

Priscilla Jane Tate on December 26, 1872 in Vermillion Co.,  

Illinois. 

Family links:  

 Spouse:  Priscilla Jane Tate Bennett (1853 - 1932)*  

 Children: 

     Garnet Merlin Bennett Leach-Dallas (1874 - 1957)* 

     Lena Leota Bennett Spear (1874 - 1950)* 

     Lottie Golden Bennett Cash (1878 - 1959)* 

     Margaret "Bess" Elizabeth Bennett Carter (1887 - 1974)* 

     Robert Sloan Bennett (1889 - 1960)* 

     Charles "Charley" Archibald Bennett (1892 - 1949)* 

     Kathleen Bennett Harvey (1893 - 1987)* 

Our main goal is to find more information on William Thomas 

Bennett's parents. Their names were John Bennett and          

Elizabeth Essex. A photograph of them would be overwhelm-

ing to us!  Or even other photos you may have of anyone listed 

here, etc. 

Any information that anyone could share would be very much 

appreciated!  Steven Bennett. sjbennett@gmail.com 

COMPUTER  

                    CORNER 

Blogging is new to many of us and can be used successfully in 

genealogy. One of our WVGS members, Yvonne Morrissey    

happens to have two blog sites. Yvonne says that blogging is a 

fun and great way to publicly share what you have to share with 

others. It may seem time consuming but it becomes addictive. It 

requires basic computer skills, which all of us have or can learn. 

Visit Yvonne's current quilting and genealogy blogs at:  

http://indianaquilter40.blogspot.com or http://

lancastercountyfamilyties.blogspot.com/2012/01/welcome-

folks.html 

Yvonne is also sharing some interesting genealogical sites: 

The contents on this site pertain to people in the Civil War,    

including a list of dead at Andersonville Prison Camp. 

http://www.nps.gov/teachers/educationreading.htm 

A Cemetery database for poor/homeless/institutionalized, etc. 

for Cook Co, IL. 

http://www.cookcountycemetery.com/Default.aspx 

Obits from PA that cover 1977 - 2010 - spotty, but is sure worth 

a try if you are looking for PA obits. 

https://familysearch.org/search/collection/2287449 

Due to a paper I am doing at work, I ran across this PDF on 

researching Indiana ancestors put out by the Bureau of Indian 

Affairs.  This might be useful for those looking into this.  http://

www.bia.gov/cs/groups/public/documents/text/idc-002629.pdf 

Way cool - click on the county of choice and look at photos from 

1930s and 1940s.  I personally found some that I will be having 

an older relative check to see if the people in the photos are    

family: 

http://photogrammar.yale.edu/map/ 

Improve Readability - When searching the internet, if you 

come across a page where the text is too small or the image 

cannot be read, try this.  Hold down the Ctrl button and the plus 

button (+) on your keyboard at the same time. The text and  

image will get bigger. Do this several times and the image will 

get really big.  

Want to make the text and images smaller? Simply hold down 

the Ctrl and minus button (-). Repeat as necessary. By using the 

Ctrl and plus/minus buttons, you can easily control the size of 

text on any web page. It works on all the major browsers.  

Zero In On Your Results - Your search has taken you to an 

incredibly long web page. The page is crammed full of names, 

dates and places. Short of taking the time to go through        

everything, how do you find the one name on the page that 

interests you?  

Try holding down the Ctrl and F buttons together. A search box 

will pop up on your browser (bottom left corner for Firefox, 

upper left corner for Internet Explorer). Simply type the name/

word you are looking for in the search box. The relevant text 

will be highlighted on the page for you. This powerful         

technique works on all the major browsers.  

See How People are Related - What exactly s a second cousin 

Simple Ways to Improve Your           

Genealogy Productivity 
Contributed by Jennifer Cruse 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=34164004
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=34163529
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=73464741
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=27550944
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=34163641
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=34169377
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=34164039
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=40689434
mailto:sjbennett@gmail.com
http://indianaquilter40.blogspot.com/
http://lancastercountyfamilyties.blogspot.com/2012/01/welcome-folks.html
http://lancastercountyfamilyties.blogspot.com/2012/01/welcome-folks.html
http://lancastercountyfamilyties.blogspot.com/2012/01/welcome-folks.html
http://www.nps.gov/teachers/educationreading.htm
http://www.cookcountycemetery.com/Default.aspx
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/2287449
http://photogrammar.yale.edu/map/


Old News—Parke County 
Contributed by Geraldine Barnett 
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At public libraries every where, AncestryPlus is fueling an age old rivalry. 

twice removed? Yes, they really do exist and yes it is           

important to understand family relationships as you build a 

family tree.  

You need to copy a chart that shows the relationship between 

any two people in a family tree and stick it on the wall next to 

your computer. 

Find Your Family Tree - Want to see if someone has already 

researched part of your family tree? Or perhaps you want to 

see if anyone is talking about your ancestors online?  

Without going through dozens of chat boards and family tree 

websites, try the free Family Tree Search Engine. It will do the 

heavy lifting for you by searching across dozens of genealogy 

forums and millions of family trees already on the internet.  

Search Using Name Abbreviations - To save space, many 

common first names were abbreviated in ancestral records, in 

on official documents. In addition to searching for the name 

Charles, you also have to search for the abbreviation Chas. 

Other examples include Albt for Albert, An for Anne, Dav for 

David, Jno for John, and so on. 

Find the Best Genealogy Websites - When searching for an 

ancestor, start with the most popular genealogy websites. 

These websites tend to be larger and have more records and 

resources. This improves your chances of success.   

Scan a Document - When you come across a useful document 

and don't have a scanner available, consider taking a picture 

with your smart phone.  

Source: GenealogyInTime Magazine, printed in part with permission.  Visit 

http://www.genealogyintime.com for more genealogy research tips and ideas.  

Rockville Saturday Eagle, 23 July 1887, p. 5 

Jerre Brown, of Rockville, was in town Thursday and Friday in 

the interest of the Republican. 

Mr. Downey, the delinquent tax collector, was in town last week 

interviewing some of the unfortunate ones. 

A little girl of James Basinger, living west of Tangier, fell      

Monday morning and broke her arm. 

Frank Hunt, who cut his foot more than a week ago with an ax, 

is able to go about on crutches. 

Last Monday, Mrs. Fanny Robbins, living north of Tangier, 

found a young chicken in the cupboard, hatched from an egg 

that had been placed there more than a week before. The       

extremely hot weather and the heat from the cook stove served 

in the place of an incubator.  

Rockville Saturday Eagle, 26 October 1889, Page 5 

A freak in the shape of a pig was born on the farm of Aquilia 

Rogers last week. It has an irregular shaped head, a deformed 

imperfect body, something that looks like an eye stuck in the 

proper place, and the resemblance of two ears fastened to the 

neck. No part about the head is properly shaped or located and 

looks like anything else but a pig. He has it preserved in alcohol 

and, on exhibition at Crook's drugstore - Bridgeton News. 

Parke Co Journal, 23 February 1895, page 5 

Miss Fannie Lawes, of Terre Haute, spent Sunday and Monday 

with Miss Kate Strouse, at John Burkes. 

Charles Lowler, of Crosse, Oklahoma, is visiting relatives near 

this place.  

Miss Cora Rusk is spending a few days with her brother, George 

Rusk, near Brown's Valley. Mr. Rusk has a very sick child, 

which is not expected to recover. 

W. J. Rivers was thrown from his slide last week and received 

several severe bruises. Mr. Rivers was moving Thomas Canine's 

wood saw when the accident occurred.  

Leonard Webster and wife have removed near West Union, and 

will make their home there this year. 

Military 

Section 

Highland 

Cemetery 
Lest We 

Forget 
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Memorial Day 
By Joyce Kilmer 

"Dulce et decorum est"                                                 

   (“It is Sweet and Right to Die for your country.”) 
 

The bugle echoes shrill and sweet,                             

But not of war it sings to-day.  

The road is rhythmic with the feet                               

Of men-at-arms who come to pray.  

The roses blossom white and red                                 

On tombs where weary soldiers lie;                         

Flags wave above the honored dead                         

And martial music cleaves the sky.  

Above their wreath-strewn graves we kneel,         

They kept the faith and fought the fight.  

Through flying lead and crimson steel                     

They plunged for Freedom and the Right.  

May we, their grateful children, learn                                       

Their strength, who lie beneath this sod,                 

Who went through fire and death to earn                   

At last the accolade of God.  

In shining rank on rank arrayed                               

They march, the legions of the Lord;                           

He is their Captain unafraid,                                       

The Prince of Peace . . . Who brought a sword. 

Lady Found Unconscious in Basement-Concussion of 

Brain Follows 

The following appeared in an Alton, IL paper regarding the 

demise of Mrs. Candice E. Alderson, who was born and 

raised in Shelburn and frequently visited relatives in that 

vicinity.  

 Mrs. Alderson who was a nurse, while on duty at the home 

of a patient, in some manner fell while going into the        

basement, and some time elapsed before she was discovered 

lying  unconscious at the foot of the stairs.  She remained in 

an unconscious state until the end and died at St. Joseph  

Hospital on May 8, 1918. 

Mrs. Alderson was a woman peculiarly rich in Christian hope 

and experience - one who was given to charitable and kindly 

deeds.  She was born in Sullivan County, Indiana, May 9, 1856.   

Her father, Dr. John E. Lloyd, was prominent in his profession 

throughout central Indiana.  Her mother, Elizabeth (Higdon) 

Lloyd was a member of a pioneer family who had moved west 

from Virginia at an early day in the history of the west.  

Mrs. Alderson is survived by two sisters – Mrs. Mattie Wilkins of 

Shelburn, Ind., Mrs. Byron Martin, of Terre Haute, Ind. – and a 

brother, Will M. Lloyd of Shelburn and three children all of   

Alton, Illinois. 

Source:  Sullivan Daily Times, June 12, 1918 

Fall Results Fatally 
By Jeanne Everly 

In anticipated celebration of 

the Society's centennial and the       

upcoming bicentennial of the 

State of Indiana in  December 

of 2016, the Society of Indiana 

Pioneers has launched an award for the promotion of the highest 

quality of scholarship, research and writing about Indiana      

Pioneer History from pre-history to and including the year 1851. 

The John Hampden Holliday Prize will be awarded to up to 

three individuals who make the most significant contribution to 

the field of Indiana pioneer history in works published in the 

years 2013, 2014, 2015 or 2016. The top prize will be the sum of 

five thousand dollars ($5,000), with second and third prizes being 

awarded in lesser amounts. 

The prize is being offered by the Society of Indiana Pioneers 

which is an organization with the purpose of honoring the 

memory and achievements of those early settlers of the state of 

Indiana. It was established in 1916 by John Hampden Holliday, 

the founder of the Indianapolis News, to honor the centennial of 

the state of Indiana. 

The prize will be awarded at a Centennial-Bicentennial Banquet 

in December of 2016, along with appropriate trophies.            

Nominations must be submitted on or before February 1, 2016. 

For further information contact The Society of Indiana Pioneers, 

140 North Senate Avenue, Indianapolis, Indiana 46204.         

http://www.indianapioneers.com/ 

John Hampden Holliday Prize 
By Society of Indiana Pioneers 



Page 11 Volume 12, Issue 3  

31st Indiana Volunteer Infantry 
Contributed by Daniel Hutchinson 

Editors Note:  Soldiers from throughout Indiana played an      

important role in the Civil War.  The 31st Indiana Volunteer     

Infantry made up of 10 companies (A through K)  was comprised of  

many individuals from the local area.   

Dennis Hutchinson has put together a fascinating website, http://

www.31stindiana.com/, which documents the formation, activities 

and history of the 31st Indiana Volunteer Infantry.   

The site contains a listing of all members of the company.  As a 

result, it is a treasure trove of surnames of families in the area.  I 

encourage you to explore the website.  You may be pleasantly     

surprised and find the name of a long, lost ancestor. 

April 12, 1861... Fort Sumter has been fired upon! The         

Telegraph carried the news. No excitement before or since, 

has ever equaled that which swept over the State of Indiana. 

That Saturday night and into Sunday people crowded around 

the telegraph offices to hear the dispatches concerning Fort 

Sumter.  

Stripes" the band enthusiastically played "The Star Spangled 

Banner" while the crowd saluted the flag. Speeches were 

given by several of the area's prominent citizens to rally 

support for the Union. 

Within days after the firing on Fort Sumter, President Abra-

ham Lincoln issued a call for 75,000 troops to serve for a 

term of three-months. There were to be 94 new regiments, of 

which Indiana's quota was to be 6 new regiments.   Newspa-

per ads ran in all the area newspapers.  (Picture below) 

The sermons on Sunday were a call to arms, some            

instructing their parishioners that they had one single duty 

to perform which was to support the Flag. The states of    

Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Missouri were 

hanging in the balance. But, that sister state to the south for 

which Indiana was so closely tied concerned them the most, 

the state of Kentucky. 

The "War of the Rebellion" or Civil War was on. Excitement 

was high in and around the town of Terre Haute, Indiana. 

The DAILY WABASH EXPRESS of Terre Haute, reported 

that a citizens meeting was held the night of April 16th, 1861 

at the Court House. The crowd was large and enthusiastic 

and many could not get in. Upon displaying the "Stars and 

Indiana's newly inaugurated governor, Oliver P. Morton, 

was a very strong and proactive leader. In response to what 

he perceived to be a weak and unprepared central govern-

ment, he took immediate steps to prepare for war.  

Governor Morton acted quickly by issuing a proclamation 

calling for the six regiments. Response was very high and 

there were enough for several more regiments. 

Never has the contributions and influences of a state been 

such a factor in determining the outcome of National or for 

that matter World events ever occurred. States, both northern 

and southern rallied to support their cause in terms of not 

only men, but tremendous financial and material means. 

http://www.31stindiana.com/
http://www.31stindiana.com/
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